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the land, to leave sordid temptations untold, be*
cause the true priest loves the sinner even more
than he hates the sin; it is best to be utterly
sincere with him, because he loves sincerity even
more than unstained virtue ; and one can confess
to him one's desires for good with as little false
shame as one can confess one's hankering after
evil. Perhaps in one respect the man is more
fitted to be a confessor than a woman, because
he has a deeper experience of the ardour and
the pleasure of temptation ; and yet the deeper
tenderness of the woman gives her a sympathy
for the tempted, which is not even communicated
by a wider experience of sin.
Perhaps there is nothing that reflects our
anthropomorphic ideas of God more strongly
than the fact that no revelation of prophets has
ever conceived of the Supreme Deity as other
than masculine; and no doubt the Mariolatry
of the Church of Rome is the reflection of the
growing influence in the world of the feminine
element ; and yet the conception of God as
masculine is in itself a limitation of His infinite
perfection. That we should carry our conception
of sex into the infinite is perhaps a mere failure
of imagination, and if we could divest ourselves